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Where the Dragon Shed the Pearls
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Ha Long Bay is part of the province of Quang Ninh and is located in the
northeast corner of Vietnam. It is an area of superlative natural beauty.
It is also a treasure house of unusual and often unique geomorphic
features, ecosystems and bio-diversity. There are many sites of
historical significance and archaeological remains in and around the
Bay and it is strongly represented in the myths and legends of the

Vietnamese people.

Panoramicyview of Ha Liéng:Bay from the top of Baitho or Poem Mountain

72 DEHBELER| 2012

shgulel 19k W A FAH Wb wleh BE2A
7] o S4E ool P AR YomA uE
o1l EA43} E450] FHE olETh olRolk 713
wstol] e Qzte] BotE HolRE Fo8 24 A
250 gom o2 a5 @xle AT eyt s
of AZo] Yol A WS B 4 Yk F AZ
o] siamo] Aostuin 3t ASe Youlx
wrEoldl 1969719 o] whEe] Atk o F FUEL
o] 5ol o] Fa 7 AFSolela Witk

sl gHol L Holyt Awa} v)d SHO = 19944
ol & W, 1e)5 TebH A WskA ZhAR <18 2000
ol 8 gulasio] o8] AlA| B3 farel 5
AL AT} 713, o] wistel qlgke] gl
olZo] U= BRHEt 4EAg0] A7} o 52
o] $AuLEo|A olZojATt, o] HETL AAe)

Ha Long Bay is a unique cluster of landscapes and waterscapes
created when the rivers and valleys were overtaken by rising sea levels
at the end of the Pleistocene or last ice age some 10,000 years ago,
and during the current Holocene or warm period. There is significant
material evidence of human cultures during these transitional periods
of climatic history. It provides spectacular evidence of what would
happen with the current global warming. River valleys and mountains
went under water with rising sea levels. 1969 islands were created.

Locals believe that these are the pearls that the mythical dragon shed.

Ha Long Bay was twice inscribed on the World Heritage List by
UNESCO, in 1994 for its outstanding landscape and aesthetic
characteristics and then again in 2000 for its scientific and geological
values. The natural features and the enormously complicated
interaction between them and the climatic, hydrological and human

influences are researched and explained through the Ha Long

Traditional junk used for tourism in the World Heritage site
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Rl gt Tolch Ecomuseum, the only Ecomuseum that is a national museum in the
world.
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Al 7de] E3AoiQltt o] X9 FESHATE It It is also an unusually large and unique marine natural heritage
A7) 412 fAbs BE spalAt sk Rt iR 29 surrounded by vigorous industrial, commercial and urban development.
219 Apsle] st viatg ekstslr] 93k At EA This is certainly, as much as it clearly shows, in the conflict between
9 3 A A Apole] A& o] HojEtt o] conserving a rich, but fragile, heritage whilst simultaneously promoting
A5 ATHOE oA 32 AA F stE A3 the industrial, economic and tourism development that is essential to
oF 3ti= FA|E AelEo] BTt F5of o|2& A} alleviate the severe poverty and impoverishment of large sections of
£ Eggitt A stEHolE W2 HEYY 4 the community. Traditionally, this has been treated as an ‘either/or’
{}olﬂ}i AARILE. ofr|ote] T4k At Etel Aol issue and therefore frequently resulted in an impasse. It is sometimes
egol tx= EAHQ IFS F HojFra ¥ 5 referred to as a microcosm of Vietnam. It illustrates the conflicts that
ATk arise with rapid industrialisation and growth in Asia and the consequent
impacts on the environment.
SFEETS HEY A Abol] FES ddst=
Etolnt A &AQ ol BAAEL] Folet YA, The Ecomuseum is a tool to resolve conflicts between conservation

Wonder Cave. Grottos are a major attraction to understand the geological
history of the World Heritage site
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and development. It is the result of on-going stakeholder meetings,
workshops and mapping of community heritage values. It promotes
cultural democracy in local government areas that is community driven.
The Ecomuseum concept views the entire Bay as a living museum and
employs an ‘interpretive’ approach to its management. Interpretive
management sees the components and processes of the Bay and its
hinterland of Quang Ninh Province as continuously interacting with
each other in a constantly changing equilibrium. The assumption is that
all human and natural ecosystems are living, developing organisms

that cannot be ‘preserved’ in a particular isolated state.

Intensive research and monitoring, managers and stakeholder
community groups seek to ‘interpret’ what is happening to that
equilibrium and to make carefully planned interventions to change the
balance of the components when necessary. An important feature

of this approach is that it views human activity, past and present, as

1 Floating Cultural Centre, Ha Long Ecomuseum
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Traditional women artists in Dang Trieu Ceramic village
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Contemporary women artists in Dang Trieu Village, Quang studio, Ha Long
Ecomuseum poverty alleviation project

fundamental components of the total environmental resource. The
culture, history, traditions and activities of the human population on
and around the Bay are as much a part of the heritage as the caves
and plants on the islands and are in continuous interaction with it. It
creates local cultural and environmental signatures through projects
that provide unique experiences for both the locals and visitors in
responsible heritage tourism. It created the largest number of new jobs
for any heritage project in Asia during the past decade with meaningful
employment for over 15,000 people, mostly women and young people.
Itis listed as a best practice by UNESCO.

One of the first projects that illustrate this approach is the world’s first
floating museum on the sea: Cua Van Floating Museum and Cultural
Centre. It is conceived, built and run by local fishing communities
that live on the sea in boats and houses. Young people from the Cua
Van floating village were trained over three years to achieve this self-
empowerment project. It is a site for intergenerational transmission of
local intangible heritage values. The facility is a museum during the
day and a community centre during the evenings used for a range of
activities including youth training in tourism and hospitality, community
health clinics and arts and crafts production. It is first a community
centre and then for visitors from outside through strict regulations to

protect the privacy of people living in the village.

Another project is the Ecomuseum Boat run by youth volunteers. It takes
children from schools, which are mostly located along river banks, to
the World Heritage Area for environmental educational classes. There

is also the world’s first floating primary school run by young female

Ly

H5 #3tud Place for Intergenerational Transmission of ICH_ %5 14 Floating International Classroom on Sustainable Development
Cua Van Floating Cultural Centre, Ha Long Ecomuseum

Aoz gt F2 o aArEel 9| teachers. The curricula and teachers resource kits are developed as a
AT = AA Hxo BERH) 250 E Qo) co-curated project where the knowledge of the local elders is respected
S AT DALY WS AEE ek xAlo g = in par with the available scientific knowledge.
A= A RS0 3 71Z o8 A

Content for the heritage interpretation and cultural understanding of
stgHlo]e] 3t fAtol tigt sjAat ofs= XA the Bay is achieved through scholarly research delivered from experts
AL7HEERE A9y 3he A+ 9 A AR = around the world and community generated knowledge through
ZAEE Edf dojA= A|2]o] uigto] Hth 2| At projects. The latter include cultural mapping by elders, women and
3] ZRAE= FE, o4 F4d iy, oAl youth leadership, essay and art competitions in schools. In the face of
st ol& AN t3)E Tttt Bk TS rapid globalisation of all forms that is destroying the cultural diversity
Tat= BE FGHY F43 MAS 71 stEH|o] of the world, Ha Long Ecomuseum is a demonstration model for
S E TS QIR MAIStY] dEFE HASF= putting the human face to globalisation. It benefits from the positive
14 "mdojgtal & 4 it MASP 7k 2= 34 opportunities offered by globalising forces and at the same time
21 7187} & Ee FHA FAlo] BAgZ] minimises the negative effects.

Ha Long Bay World Heritage has inspired the Jeju World Heritage

stgHlo] AA AR 3] &S dlAst= AlE & project including the centre for interpreting the life of women divers.
Az MA B3l 94 Z2AE]| gJ7ro] Fct sk Koreans have been generous in working and assisting Viethamese.
< HEHS MAES A ZE2AE B AYS Both the countries have painful memories of war and famine and
At F U BF AT 7|1 AR AL ofF colonial destruction. Rebuilding local cultural systems is one of the
o] Utk E A|Y Ak3e] F3HE ThA| ol ZHQIsh shared strengths of both the countries. There is much more to achieve
T H|ksit) Aok 23 wFe FYE Fol B through cultural exchanges and cooperation.
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Professor Dr. Amareswar Galla,

Executive Director of the International Institute for the Inclusive
Museum, lived and worked in Ha Long Bay as an International
Technical Adviser to UNESCO. www.inclusivemuseum.org

Readers who are interested in the annual Vietnam cultural
experiential school run by leading World Heritage experts
are welcome to contact: g_maru2010@naver.com
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