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A contemporary construction representing the Dhyana Buddha. Courtesy artist Mallikarjuna Rao © V. Raju 2015.

SIEX| 20p&

Amar’s Voice

Amaravati Ancient Town
Birth Place of Mahayana Buddhism

Ot=at ZafH|A|IFo| Ligt ZIERHEE LIO|F /2 Of0f2HHIE|2ts BHES| EFHRl 2 tAZA 1 EAS] Z)E MM 2 F11 {4 Andhra Pradesh

Chief Minister Honorable Nara Chandrababu Naidu is a passionate advocate of the brand Amaravati helping the conservation of the Ancient Town. ©
A.PGovernment. 2015.

A MM 20 89X & His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso, has

S 34 20060 often mentioned that Amaravati is one of the most sacred
O|320i[A 2F 600 & 144 | | AA}E FI2tAFF 2L HYAFE Buddhist sites. He conducted the Kalachakra ceremony
YH™slV| = gLt ofofZHHIE|| RA XK= dR = Tz & there in 2006, some 600 years after the previous one in
B= HEX|Yo= HORILE the 14th Century. Amaravati heritage remains in ruins

and conserved sites. Most of the world famous Amaravati

MAZQl OtOFZHHIE|S] RZIMEE CHE XCE K| sculptures were removed or stolen and the best collection

Lt Eitetsl P= e E 2 2|10 ATESZ HMA|[0] is in the British Museum. Indian Government has launched
U7\ stof 2015 2of| QI = OO2HHIE| CHEA| 2 major project to revitalise the Amaravati Ancient Town at
£ atMslsy| st =2 T 2R E| &3t the end of 2015.

Rl O30 UX|E 2t EStRMUE HESH| o = India is on the cusp of a paradigm shift in the way its
gt Zut of2qChe| ti5tol| QU0o{ MTtof O|Z=RICE ZSLHE much neglected heritage will be conserved. The drought
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SLIOA[OLOl|M 7HEE ACHEH Q| AEL ofl Bl2{3HE RHAl L7t} £, 007} 7|S, SRS 0 RZHAM0| )2 BHR|EH Q/Ct The Great Stupa, one of the largest in CHPEr= 2t OFA|OF Z2{2[0l| A 2 AFE, OFOF2HHIE| Photo taken at the British Museum, Asian Gallery, London © A. Galla 2015.

= O

South Asia, stripped bare of its once famous ornate railing and dome, Ayaka pillars, sacred relics and sculptures. © A.Galla 2007.

7F AZfg HRIDAYE ZatRAtEA|0| =HS HF B, in funding is almost broken with the launching of two new StCh Qlzatof| chgh £Xt= Ofx| &St Z7[7F RUEl= well. It is about 15 kilometres from the Amaravati Ancient
PRASAD= X[z SXX|0f| Ietst= & F 712 MME22  schemes by the Central Government: HRIDAY focussing Zar 20 AZlE 20t EIChE A2 DOEAIZ B Town. Juxtaposition of the old and new could salvage
Ao = IHHE 0{HZ0| SHAKICE H=0 ADLE ZA[AL on heritage cities and PRASAD enhancing pilgrimage 0| O 0| 3h2 = Q= H2 o cist MYS MAISE  the neglected heritage town from oblivion. But this is a
U2 A AHA- 2 E A X|EM0f| 28H X|EME Ul destinations. Added to this, if the Smart City initiatives can Cf. J2Lf B34 £7|Lt XLzl @28 AHEZIO| 2% double-edged sword. The investment in infrastructure
N 7|S2E MY e TE2E K& 7kssh @3tR4E  locate culture as an integral fourth pillar of social, economic Mol A2 z[Asl5t7| I8k | 7F BIEA] HQSITE R will be a breath of fresh air and the planned capital city
LXo| 21M)7| 2= Tofet Z40|Cy. 2Lt 0218t ™ and environmental sustainability, then India will genuinely ot FEFA| S3PM0| /EfERE £ 7| WZ0|CH offers prospects of better access and increased weekend
k2 ?lsiMe MEst sHE 7|2= 40| 225 leapfrog into the 21st Century practice of sustainable visitation to the Ancient Town. But real estate speculation
heritage development. However, it requires appropriate Bl JeE A5t & A E IHK| 247t Tt and enhanced recreational spectrum need to be harnessed
ot=et ZabH|4{off fIXIgH DCHEA| OfOF2HIE|= &&  capacity building to facilitate transformations. X g5 HALE2 X9 Atslel 25t 2|HMS &E5E  to minimise negative impacts. At stake is the complexity of
HANHZEHER 7549 HA4X|HE Exsta QlCh 10 FQ O[sH2tAXIS0A slElS HMSe 4= QUCL OFOF2}  heritage, both tangible and intangible.
HRIDAY®} PRASAD & 2410 A=A HE0] &F=  As a potential demonstration project, the ancient town HIE[Ol= &5 M, &2 0|8, X2 RES SHE
2f Zeto|e|el E2|Ql FFEZHMR LIO[F&= 2| M2 of Amaravati in Andhra Pradesh has a triangulation of O|L|HSHA SAE= GAte| 0| ULt 2f 2100 ™| There are several factors that could help to minimise the
2 s E Ol02tHiE|= B8 A8 LHSV|Z 3HCE G possibilities. HRIDAY and PRASAD schemes are coupled HAANHERE sl A7 Wiist JAE 52 £ negative impacts. A local governance mechanism could
ot MZ40] HX|=|0f O|FA KT ESHRAHEAIE 22ZE with the announcement by the Chief Minister Chandrababu W X|gFel2 22 EelS flo 3IthA O[siE &X  ensure community cultural leadership and deliver benefits
O=RE ol o~ AUKX|TF 0|2 ESF | HOIZI=  Naidu to name the new capital of the state as Amaravati as Sl = A nFEZ= N HPetde| SEIFEHQSE  to the primary stakeholders. There are layers of history in
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OO ALZHA|HRRE T 0| 21 REZ L ALAZ|0f7| HEYZI SA| Abple| Z2| nEat
The Gali Gupuram of the medieval temple dedicated to Lord Amareswara (Siva) and his consort Chamudeswari. © A.Galla 2007.

Cf. e A2CHE Yols|= o] DHEA|E 2= Amaravati often reduced to minimalist dates, kings, dynasties LEHE2 st5S Plote O|R0[Lt @X|FEI, st 0{EI0] have an embedded non-duality of natural and cultural. In
Kol etmof M nZ=T02Ho USto= 2 = QU= with a focus on only in-situ heritage ‘relics’. In short the ot nSug7|e| sl S RE7F O CHAY 4 QUCE = this context, heritage tourism is different as it uses non-
£ o= o /€2 7I120(|11 UL MER 2EAMASEM  ayers of significances from the so-called Megalithic times Li&e ofL|2t sl LEHSE OtOr2HHIE[O|AM2] Z=ES  renewable resources, both cultural and natural. Therefore,
o| 713| st 0 FASICY. of some 2600 years ago until now need to be unravelled, Qlalf 7|7H0] CH7HE X2 Z0|ch A7 EA L CieXt T it requires responsible tourism development and must
creating a contemporary understanding among both locals =2| ale(ufet2 orofetHiE|et BHAE AEE JHESk=  go beyond simplistic site visits to enabling experiential
D= Y2 ZSH0|CH AX[0 XIAXXIE E3H5 2 and outsiders, developing educational programming and ol =20| & Z0|Ct ZstRAIAFCl AAA HYZO| CHEH  visitation. The focus is no longer on the stereotypical tourist.
2 QIAEICE Xtoint 25t O|2Y 2 ATIX|AICHS] R4F  promoting experiential tourism. Local member of the state Me dE71et atxtel| sl J2|10 2= FEefe| Chekst of It is on visitors. Amaravati is promising for developing new
O|C}. OfA|Otet OFZ2|7te| ERIX|AMA = Xtnt 231 Legislative Assembly Komalapati Sridhar is keen to promote MO| 2o, gl Atnet EZO| O[sHE 2Iet CHYst  approaches.
7t M2 4404 H|0|Bd & Lk O|2{8h M2tol|A 2T 23t the Ancient Town as part of the educational programming A== ofOf2tHiE|o| ZHdstof QU0 2|0f = dEe ot
FAtEe XA 25t HE 1M STHSSE XIS AFE in all the district schools. New opportunities for tourism are E= o EH02tn g U0k Visitors could be residents in the neighbourhood or
SHh= FollAM CHECE MafM MY Q= 22THU0 22 promising. the hinterland, school children and higher education
St Chesh HEES HoiAM Mol 7tsst 2E0(0] =50 ZHEYCERH 1Rst Z5tf4E ES5t2{1 students seeking a learning outcome, or domestic or
OF StCt TIESh 2t40| O Of4r =HO| & 4~ 120 &2 All tourism is cultural. Even that which is natural is culturally CiFst L3S ot= CHE OtAlot=7HE2l 2-I0|A HYS international visitors paying for an Amaravati experience. An
ZH0| B4I0| &|0{0F SHCH OtOf2tHIE|= O|2{8H 22 7H  perceived. The dichotomy of natural and cultural is a colonial OF gt w20l UCL HIEE SR 0|2 DCHEAIZ 0l understanding of the demographics and psychographics of
o2 HLHS or55tn IOk legacy. Indigenous knowledge systems in Asia and Africa 2 SXHH, 0] TAl= 18~19M|7(0f] 13201 EIS 7AM3M such target groups will assist the development of relevant
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H ARYSS F250] e ESE|1 ULk material manifestation of the fusion of cultures over time in
an international commercial port’ and as ‘an exceptionally

So[ete] ry mho|& X9 Fut2Ho| ZEst 7~12M  well-preserved example of a traditional Asian trading port.

7| ofofEtHbE| 2 Fe{X QUCH The Homeowners Association in Hoi An ensures responsible

and relevant infrastructure development. Active youth groups

tO| FOft ATHE  enable intergenerational transmission of heritage values.

29 Participation of women at all levels of decision making and
&0l of & HEE 0|2 RUIAT MAZ8t:4 =0 in entrepreneurial activities ensures women’s and children’s
SH=(0] QUCH poverty alleviation. The Hoi An case study is exemplary for
bringing together culture, health and wellbeing where valuing
S0[ete| FEHARXIS| = MAZ0[2t AR U= 21 heritage informs all walks of life. Wellbeing is understood
ZepiE S HEso) eEst YAt = 2StRAIK| in a holistic context with evidence-based benefits to all
O| MIci 2t ME S 7tsst ofdl, ZE &2 2JAFEER  stakeholders, especially the local population.
7| &30i| oist 044 2| Fo{= 0{41t o{2lol2| HIE|
: T ¢ . : . IR XS 2ol 02| A= 28t g T2 F  Coming from Amaravati and having worked in Hoi An
81 HES Jj2|s 5E0| YRS SRICkAT} B |of HAEYRE o] HIE|ZERC| B NA0y. 2l 5tR0) Ofnf2BIEX|A2 20HS, 2 SH |L0] el 2= F20|| BHHE JFKIE SHtE2 22 Ancient Town, | advocate for grounded and locally developed
e e st o e - = 90| st S OIAJO|C} BUS HAIKO U0l pathways for the Amaravati Ancient Town informed b
gible heritage elements centring on harvesting and prosperity. ~Process of brushing cotton fibres in Bhattiprolu. The region of Amaravati — =0 = =o = == pathways tor the Amaravatl Ancient 1own Informed by new
e e o S e S ORI S8 IHEHOP EO7K 012 apposcioscn s vih s Sl Dorspnens
Nandi, vehicle of Lord Shiva, dance to the music from the Shannai and drums. merchaﬁtS. The region known as Maisolia in the lGreco-Roman tesz 2 fjAd&t 2~ QlCt Action Plan. The organic historical linkages and relationships
© A.Galla 2016. remains in the etymology of the finest of cotton textiles known as muslin
and the town Masulipatnam. © A Galla 2016. between the Ancient Town and the surrounding stakeholder
OFOF2HIE|7F 11gf0| 0 SO|Qtof M Ust A0l = Lt communities and villages needs to be addressed as a
experiences. Historical contextualisation of the heritage EME BE X[& 7t Ao 2 2AoflM LHZFFE2 priority. It will require quality research on both tangible and
. resources informed by professionalism and rigorous X|Alg Higte = sidol| 7|82 = OfOf2fHIE| NCHEA| intangible heritage.
scholarship, openness to multiple interpretations of all o XY™ LS ST LA} 2| Ofsf2tA|
forms of heritage and facilitating a plurality of visitor Xt SSH 02 Ato]2] RIIFAA AA2tA = M =2 Investment of resources must assist conservation of
understandings are essential for creating meaningful £ 51 &XXOo 2 s AE|0{0F B, M= R 2 2 monuments and heritage houses and promote heritage-
experiences in the revitalisation of Amaravati. sAke] ZEx[of st A7t HRSICE sensitive urban infrastructure development. The old ginning
mill, historic houses in the Temple’s Pujari Street, Zamindar/
There are lessons to be learnt from other Asian countries At BXt= 7|dE20 SstaitdsE2 HES XISt local Raja’s House and other buildings from the past 200
that have provided demonstrated models for safeguarding Fotof it EA| lZepietE EXISk= | O|F0{&0F  years in Amaravati Ancient Town are in need of urgent
their diverse heritage against the backdrop of rapid SICE Sl 7|3 E FEX2| Ao AAXQI AFRIZAE, X2l protection. Understanding and safeguarding intangible
economic growth. Hoi An Ancient Town in Central Ct2 X929l etate| ot 7|Et AESS2 Xl 20092 heritage elements as living and dynamic resources need to
Vietnam, for example, is protected by the very people OFOFZHIE] DCHEA|RA BOME ZIg8t BESE HRE e prioritised. Affirmative action programmes must ensure
aoct whose ancestors built the houses in the 18th and 19th St QUCE EESH A0FQIT CHO|LHRYSE XHRIQl 2R the participation of disadvantaged women and young people
Amaravati Heritage Society provides community leadership to advocate  Centuries. The district of Hoi An, the ancient Faifo, was 201 CHSH Olsliet HES @M=2|0l & ER27EUCE A= from the town and surrounding villages. Professional and
responsible and sustainable development of Amaravati Ancient Town. © _ - _
Shaik Srinivasa Rao 2015, also known as Amaravati between the 7th and 12th o z20HWS Eoff FUAS odut =HX|Y 02 FHE2 quality assured development of interpretive materials and
Centuries during the years of the Champa Civilisation. It O|E2| Z0{1E E&lHof SiCt Atmet R4S AESk= Ol heritage experiences need to be integral to responsible
is on the UNESCO World Heritage List as an ‘outstanding HEX0|1 ZHES H&ot= 7HUO| 2HEAIC| ME0| 11 tourism growth. New attractions need to be developed
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&S| OfHX|, LZIEFLHE )2 2 £3 4, Oft2HtE|
Gilded statue memorialising Acharya Nagarjuna in his birthplace,
Amaravati. Courtesy Vavilala Subba Rao © A Galla 2009.

local government has to be promoted to continue to enhance
the urban infrastructure to cope with development pressures.
Amaravati, the ancient Dhanyakataka, once the flourishing
capital centre in the formation of Andhradesa and its

75 million Telugu speaking people, birthplace of the

Madhyamika philosophy the basis for Mahayana Buddhism,
may yet again become the heartthrob of the lower River
Krishna Valley. Well known Chinese Buddhist pilgrims came
to Amaravati to collect sacred texts in the first Millennium.
OtOf2tHIE| CH CHFFIE = QE=RHH|AL &d BHH0l|A Now increasing numbers of Korean, Japanese and Tibetan

HF0{E Yotz 75008 Qlo| BESH = QICE OF  visitors are coming.

A & UCEL & LTI E A local Amaravati Heritage Society is ensuring civil
=9 2uzdite A YLA tldst 252 +8st  society engagement and benefit sharing. Amaravati as
7| ®Isl OrOI2HIE|Ol YA SHCt O|X|= et=, €&,  an Ecomuseum, open air spatial approach to all forms of
E|8I0M 2= 2HEZo| o7t A S0{Ltd QUL heritage, including the Ancient Town and its hinterland will

222 TUS 32 Rl 23 Roj HYD YES Jf2ls olaR X|oo| A2f2i0TRl4Lt SIE DSSIUN SRS Hcizt Mo FHE 1 A
|1 QICE Muggulu Potilu or Rangawali, ground art celebrating prosperity and happiness at the end of the harvest, is encouraged in the local Sri Rama ensure sustainable growth. Relevant capacity building and
Krishna Hindu High School with a focus on intergenerational transmission of intangible heritage elements. © A.Galla 2016.

appropriate planning will remain the biggest challenges.
An understanding of the past through critical scholarship,

ol
o]
of
O

H|0{0F St} 23tR4t AES CrAststn M%) &XH= in the hinterland to diversify heritage experiences for S EMO| ofnf2tHIE|= LAl HIS XSS st & professional engagement and safeguarding intangible
X&7ts

<
2 FHX[F0| ELAAH ASEXEHIE 225 BiSX|  dispersing potential growth in visitation and ensuring income = gEio| EstR4t0l| 20| 7HsSHA ez X|&7t heritage elements through the carrier and transmitter
ol 22 YL E JLsH= A st redistribution to surrounding communities. ot MAS BESICE HHE S22 Yst= 249t HESH communities will enable a comprehensive appreciation of

=i
ULE ME7tF X|AQI9] & the present and hence experiential visitation.

LEHOf AFI AFX L H|EL|A 8#59| Z7k7F 8 Environmental impacts need to be monitored with the 0 =

4of| 0|2 ek DLIE6HoF Steh A2|FFL 2 A|A  future growth of visitation and increased resident and SR QAES HSSHH LUEHS0| RUE ZH

Hlo| 45t Xote AYH7|E, 0r21t TAI0M BiE%[  business activities. The rapid degradation of the Krishna Moz Mgst=s A2 7tsotA & 4= ULt ?‘?—'}gtﬂﬁ%ﬁ;—i—i}ﬁziglO%iiTéﬁ:‘EEviﬁlgi: Eﬁ
= sk2| X2|, ZZ &4 mlsl siZS flet =2t g riverine system needs to be addressed through improving Q'j?:fgﬁlivemuseumorg

NS Sofl siiZsHof st X[UHER2 SEAIE, XY infrastructure to deal with commercial waste, sewage from brofessor Dr. Amareswar Gall

o t7| L H7|A=2 JHE o CHASE?| 15 =AIZ] the town and villages and storm water run-off. Integrated %iﬁl%ﬁ?&gﬂl j‘ﬂw 0] = 22 of2f o|m| ; . Exccutie Diector ofthe ermationd nsute for
BHALYSHE XI&X o= SIS0k STt local area planning, both short term and long term, by the .Z*E_'f_ 5_¢_ cli_ir;ctobrl@inélusivemuseum_org e o Curater of Amaravat Ancent Town (wn
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