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Trung tam Nghién cdu va Phat huy Gia tri Di san van hoa

Changwon Declaration on Promoting
World Tea Culture

The participants of the 2023 World Tea Culture Industry Conference from Australia, India, Indonesia,
Japan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Republic of Korea, Sri Lanka, Uzbekistan, and Vietnam acknowledge that,
after water, tea is the world’s most consumed drink, and tea culture is of immense significance and
has been an integral part of our shared global heritage for centuries. It has not only enriched our
spiritual and cultural lives but also holds immense potential to stimulate the economic development
of countries and foster cross-cultural exchange and understanding.

We would like to thank Changwon City and the Korea Tea Culture Association for hosting and
sponsoring the 2023 World Tea Culture Industry Conference that was held from 13 to 16 May 2023
in Changwon City, South Kyeongsang Province, Republic of Korea.

We recognize the urgent need to raise public awareness of the importance of tea for rural
development and sustainable livelihoods and to improve the tea value chain to contribute to the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, in particularly to the reduction of extreme poverty (Goal
1), the fight against hunger (Goal 2), the empowerment of women (Goal 5), and the sustainable use
of terrestrial ecosystems (Goal 15).

We further support Resolution 74/241 of the 74th session of the UN General Assembly (19
December 2019) to designate 21 May as International Tea Day. Such an observance will promote
and foster collective actions to implement activities in favor of sustainable production and
consumption of tea.

With this in mind, we solemnly pledge to advance the development of the tea industry and
safeguard tea culture as an intangible cultural heritage of humanity. In this regard, we welcome the
decisions of the 17th session of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage (2022) on inscription of the elements “Culture of Tea, a symbol of
identity, hospitality and social interaction in Azerbaijan and Tlrkiye” and “Traditional tea processing
techniques and associated social practices in China” to the UNESCO Representative List of Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity (ICH List).



We strongly emphasize the need for concerted and collaborative action towards securing
multinational recognition of tea culture on the ICH List.

We are aware that putting tea culture on the ICH List is a vital platform for safeguarding,
transmitting, protecting, and recognizing intangible cultural heritage. Including tea culture as
multinational nomination on this list would not only raise awareness and appreciation for tea culture
worldwide but also contribute to its long-term sustainable development and preservation for future
generations.

We humbly acknowledge that the process of applying for a multinational nomination to the ICH List
necessitates the cooperation and collaboration of States Party to the 2003 Convention, including
countries along the steppe, desert, and maritime routes of the historical Silk Roads, united by their
shared history and culture of tea. We appeal to these nations to unite and work toward this
common objective, convinced that our collective effort shall be pivotal in securing the coveted
inscription on the listing under the ICH List.

To conclude, we reaffirm our commitment to promoting the world tea culture industry’s growth and
ensuring its status as an intangible cultural heritage of humanity. Furthermore, we pledge to
cooperate and work collaboratively to achieve multinational recognition under the 2003 UNESCO
Convention on the ICH List, and we invite all stakeholders to join hands in this endeavor.

Signed, the organizing bodies of the 2023 World Tea Culture Industry Conference

14 May 2023
Seong-Bae Ko Alisher lkramov
Korea Tea Culture Association International Institute of Central Asian Studies

Seong-Yong Park

Culture Masters, Inc.

Eok-Kyung Kim

International E-Sports Committee

Nguyen Duc Tang
Center for Research and Promotion of Cultural
Heritage
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